WELCOME
Welcome to Upper Sturt Primary ‘Bush School’. Thank you
for choosing our school as an option for your child’s
education.
Our school delivers the Australian Curriculum through a
nature play-based learning approach, in context with the
uniqueness and value of our site, and the children’s interests
in the world around them. We aim to bring together the latest
research in education around teaching, learning, student
wellbeing and engagement to create a holistic approach to
learning.
Our school is a small school situated within the beautiful
bushland of the Adelaide Hills. At “Bush School” we enjoy
and value a community way of learning. We aim to support
each other as part of a “village” learning community. Being a
small school, staff care deeply and know about all the
children. Many of our learning activities also involve the
entire school or mixed age groups, which also helps facilitate
each child feeling part of our community. We endeavour to
provide a collaborative, ﬂexible and supportive environment
that challenges every learner to achieve their potential. We
aspire for school and home life to be connected as we know
this is beneﬁcial for the children’s sense of security and trust.
At Bush School we connect learning with nature. We work
towards projects that have real life application; like how to
successfully garden and grow food.
At the start of the year each child receives a hard cover
journal that becomes their daily place to record and reﬂect
upon their BIO-Learning experiences. At the end of every
term the school has a showcase evening where the school
community gathers to celebrate, discover and watch what the
children have to perform, or display, from their learning.

Bush School allows children to continue learning through
unstructured play, while at the same time learning how to
play safely. When connected to the natural world, children’s
sense of wonder, curiosity, imagination and learning is
heightened.
Staff have observed that being connected to nature allows
children to develop the ability to assess risks and solve
problems; so essential in our modern world. Equally, children
become better at managing their emotions, relationships and
self-management skills.
Using BIO-Learning (an integrated offering with both inside
and outside learning), children are encouraged to apply
learnt knowledge in practical ways, such as in Maths,
Literacy, Science, STEM and Creative Art, as it applies to the
world around them.
There are also wonderful opportunities for children to work in
mixed age groups, which enhances their personal learning,
interpersonal skills, resilience and appreciation of others’
skills, passions and dispositions. A prime example is
Kamana, which is practised every week as a whole school
and aims to develop children’s learning around sensory
awareness, and kindness to each other.
The children engage in Art, Music and Sport weekly and they
split into different mixed-aged groups called “Seed Pods”.
These pods give them learning opportunities, such as
leadership, mentorship and ownership over their own
curriculum learning. It allows children to moments of
reﬂection and immersion in nature as ongoing beneﬁcial life
practices. Respect, trust, empathy, mindfulness, expectations
of personal integrity and honour extend to attitudes of
kindness and caring across our school and the wider
community. Bush School aspires for a whole school and child
holistic learning approach that is designed for children to
reach their full potential.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
TERM DATES

BUSH CLOTHES FOR KIDS

For updated information please
refer to the school website:
www.uppersturtps.sa.edu.au
or the Department for Education
South Australia. Hours of
School: School starts at 8.50am
with ‘Cooee’ and ﬁnishes at
3.10pm.

• Red polo shirt and
windcheater
• Khaki cargo shorts / long pants
or denim jeans
• Red broad brimmed hat /
beanie
• Pull on elastic sided boots
• Water and wind proof garment

CAMPS & EXCURSIONS
Camps and excursions are
determined each year to support
the teaching and learning, and
the academic, personal and
social growth of the students.
They are a significant
component of our curriculum.

RAIN GEAR IS ESSENTIAL
Rain jacket with hood,
waterproof pants and gum
boots. Sample sizes are
available at the front office.
The school organises regular
orders through:

CLOTHING
In our beautiful bushland setting,
children are actively learning
and playing outdoors eg. they
dig, grind rocks to make paint,
explore and climb, paint, do
sculpting and interact with the
physical environment. Clothing
gets dirty! To ensure comfort,
we suggest children wear
‘layers’ of warm clothing that will
allow them to maintain
appropriate body temperature
needed for good learning. A
spare set of clothes for all
students is also required. Please
clearly label all items of clothing.

• MK Nordika
• Tradies Workwear
• Blessed Earth
LOST PROPERTY
Please label clothing and
belongings. The lost property
basket is located outside Tiwu.
Unclaimed items are disposed of
at the end of each term.
KAMANA
Our Kamana program supports
the Environmental Learning and
the General Capabilities
components of the Australian
Curriculum.

COMMUNICATION
Communication is vital as it
supports the essential
partnership of teacher, student
and family/caregiver
relationships. The school
currently utilises Skoolbag, an
online App, and a private
Facebook group to
communicate with families. This
communication shares learning
highlights, news and important
notices.
ABSENCES
Please ring the office, email or
use the Skoolbag App to advise
of your child’s absence. Late
arrival and early departure from
school requires the supervising
parent to complete paperwork
located at the front office.
WIFI AND WIRELESS
DEVICES POLICY
Upper Sturt Bush School is a
WiFi – aware school. Children
access the internet using cabled
devices. At school, we request
that mobile phones and wireless
devices are switched to ﬂight
mode and left at the front office.
See our Wiﬁ Policy for further
details. Older children access
computers to assist and support
their learning, research and
communication possibilities.

MOBILE DEVICES
We understand that children
may require a mobile for family
contact. We ask that all mobile
devices are kept in the front
office during school hours.
Urgent messages, or changes to
plans, can be passed on to
students via the front office.
EMERGENCY & EVACUATION
PROCEDURES
Speciﬁc procedures are followed
as outlined in the Emergency
and Evacuation Policy. An
updated Bushﬁre Safety plan is
added to the school website
each year. It is the responsibility
of all families and caregivers to
be familiar with the details and
expectations of these plans and
be prepared to support the
Health and Safety of everybody
in our school community.
FOOD AND HEALTHY EATING
We encourage healthy food
choices and a “package free”
lunch box. To cater for allergies
and speciﬁc dietary
requirements, we request that
food celebrations are fruit and
vegetable based. Baked goods dairy, egg free, gluten free as
necessary. We offer cooked
lunches with produce from the
garden when available.

LEARNING SPACES
Learning spaces are named
using Indigenous Peramangk,
local historical family names and
Kaurna words. Classrooms are
referred to as ‘Nests’
• Tiwu - Peramangk: yellow
tailed black cockatoo
• Manoah - acclaimed resident
of Upper Sturt
• Warripari - Peramangk: water
• Narnu - Peramangk: native
pine tree
• Turrunga – Kaurna: ridge
GOVERNING COUNCIL
Parents are invited to nominate
to participate in Governing
Council which meets twice each
term (weeks 3 and 8). Elected
parents serve a two-year term
and contribute to school
governance. This group makes
a significant contribution to our
school and what we offer to
families.
POLICIES
Copies of school policies are
available from the office or on
the school website.
VISITORS
Visitors to the school must enter
via the office and sign the
register, also remembering to
sign out on their departure.

INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM
Private, individual or small group
tuition in guitar and ukulele is
available on a paid/private basis.
Check with the front office for
details. Children are withdrawn
from class for 30 minutes during
the school day.
MOBILE LIBRARY
Adelaide Hills Council Mobile
Library Service visits the school
on alternate Fridays and has
become the children’s school
library, and resource library for
teachers. An application form
comes as part of the enrolment
process and families are
expected to observe and
support the borrowing timetables
and processes to enable this
service to continue.
PARENT TEACHER
DISCUSSIONS
Times are usually available by
appointment, but staff are also
accessible after school for
informal catch ups. For specific
requests, it would be beneficial if
prior contact is made with the
teacher through the front office.
This will facilitate productive
conversations, with the focus
being on student learning and
progress. Written reports are
provided at the end of Terms 2
and 4.

STUDENT FREE DAYS AND
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS
The school has a total of four
Pupil Free Days to use each
calendar year. These days allow
the staff team to continue to
develop their own professional
practice and grow the teaching
and learning outcomes for our
students. The school has a
school closure day to allow
families to attend the Royal
Adelaide Show.
SHOWCASE
A celebration of student learning
is usually held on the last
Wednesday of each term. This
is an event that the students and
the whole community looks
forward to. It is wonderful for our
students to showcase their
learning, opinions and ideas. It
also encourages participation,
engagement, self- esteem and
wellbeing that is so vital today.
OSHC
An after school OSHC program
operates Mon – Fri from 3.30pm
to 6.00pm. Happy Haven is our
provider and paperwork and
registration are available via
https://www.happyhaven.sa.edu.
au/

SPORTS DAY
Our Sports Day is held in
conjunction with Showcase at
the end of Term 1.
SCREENS
At Upper Sturt we are very
conscious of the impact of prolonged screen time and that
inappropriate ﬁlms, games and
internet access can cause
serious problems for our young
children and families. We are
aware that for some children
with learning difficulties, such as
dyslexia, access to speciﬁc
software is beneﬁcial for their
learning. We also know that
access to technology can
enhance our nature-based
learning in a range of ways.
SUN CARE
Children are encouraged to
wear a hat outdoors, irrespective
of season, beanies in winter.
Children may choose to use
their own sunscreen, however,
we do have sunscreen available
for use at school, as we
encourage being sun smart.
TOYS
Children are requested to leave
toys at home. Play and learning
in our beautiful natural
environment is the main focus of
our school.

ENROLMENT OF CHILDREN
USPS is a small school with a
high level of interest. If you are
interested in attending the school,
please apply for a Registration of
Interest Form and get in touch in
advance for an information folder
about securing a place, or to
receive an update.

LOST PROPERTY
Please label clothing and
belongings. The lost property
basket is located outside Tiwu.
Unclaimed items are donated
as charity at the end of each
term.

VOLUNTEERS
Parents are actively encouraged
to help out and share their unique
talents across the school. School
Care (working bees) are held
throughout the year to enhance
our garden and play areas. This
is a good time to socialise with
other families. Please watch out
for parent requests through
Skoolbag and the community
Facebook group. Any gardening
throughout the year is greatly
appreciated, but please
remember to register as a visitor
if working on site.

118 Upper Sturt Road
Upper Sturt SA 5156

If you wish to volunteer at the
school, a volunteer induction
must be completed, requiring
volunteers to have a Working
with Children Police Check and
RAN training (Responding to
Abuse and Neglect). Details of
induction requirements are
available from the front office.

SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS

08 8339 2640
dl.0448.info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.uppersturtps.sa.edu.au
www.facebook.com/uppersturt/

THE GOOD MORNING SONG
Good morning
Good morning
How are you?
How are YOU?
It’s so nice to see you smiling
here today
Good morning
Good morning
How are you?
Just FINE
Howdy, how do you do, hello,
good day!

GOOD MORNING SONG
BY BONNIE
Good morning (Respond: good
morning)
Let’s start the day with a song.
Good morning, hey, hey, gday
(respond: HEY!)
The Bush is where we belong.
We’re here, we’re here to have
some fun!

Salamat pagi (Indonesian)
Pagi pagi
Doh- bree –dehn (Czech)
AHOY!
Bonjour, Guten Morgen, Namaste
(French, German, Hindi) Bonjour,
Guten Morgen, Namaste

The birds, the trees the shining
sun

Salamat pagi
Pagi, Pagi!
Doh-bree-dehn
AHOY!
Jou Sahn, Ohayo and Buon
Giorno (Cantonese, Japanese,
Italian)
Jou Sahn, Ohayo and Buon
Giorno

Breathe in - breathe out

Now that we’re together, learning
is so much fun
It’s fun to be together, so come
on everyone

So tell me are you ready?
(respond: YES!)
It’s time to learn and to run!

We can do it we have no doubt.
Mistakes will help my brain to
grow.
Sky above and ground below.
Let’s start the day now, Ready,
set, go!

THE GOODBYE SONG
The time has come to say
goodbye
I’ll see you again no need to cry
We’ve had some fun so now we’ll
sing
Thank you for the Learning
Chorus
Good – bye
Good – bye my friends
Good – bye
I’ll see you again
The Maggies smile up at the
trees
The Wrens just ﬂoating on the
breeze
The Kookaburras start to ﬂy
The Owls glide gently through the
sky
Chorus
The bush school week is at an
end
But don’t you worry my good
friend We’ll all be back another
day
So for now we’re here to say
Chorus

