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School context and highlights
Upper Sturt Primary School (Bush School) is situated on the ridge of the Mt. Lofty Ranges in Peramangk Country with the
beautiful surroundings of the heritage bush land.
The bush school model is substantiated by a global movement of innovation, inclusive of nature pedagogy, small school
philosophy, community and place-based learning, relational learning, project-based learning and student-led learning. The
model allows for children’s play and learning in nature, within a contextual framework, underpinned by the Australian
Curriculum.
From 2014 when Upper Sturt Primary School took on what has become known as ‘Bush School’ the demand from families has
increased steadily resulting in a 452% enrolment increase (115 in 2018) since starting with 27 students. On a daily basis
parents are calling to seek enrolment after researching specific educational philosophies that exemplify their family values and
beliefs. There is now a waiting list to 2023.
Highlights throughout 2018 include:
- A visit from Jon Young (author, mentor and consultant for nature-based communities) inspired the Upper Sturt Primary School
community to adopt the 8 Shields Model that Jon developed, to integrate a more holistic approach to community around the
child – we refer to this as the Village Model.
- Barb (Principal) and Jolie (Early Years Teacher) attended the Children and Nature Leadership Summit in San Francisco.
- Barb presented at the Nature for Disadvantaged and Vulnerable Children Conference.
- The Sustainability PoD, a group of motivated, caring parents provided a range of opportunities for the school community to
reduce its environmental impact including school swap meets, protecting the heritage bushland and coordinating school care
evenings.
- Hosted a successful music and arts fundraising event, Spring Sounds.
- Occupational Health students from the University of South Australia worked with the children, families and locals to develop a
community garden at the school. NRM Education developed a 5 minute video to showcase this successful partnership.
- Powerful BIO-Learning projects originated as Both Inside and Outside Learning – contextual project-based experiential
learning.
- The practice of Kamana by staff and students leading to sensory awareness, knowledge of place and connection to nature.
- Successful end of term term showcase evenings, an opportunities for the ‘bringing together of community’ to share in the
children’s learning.

Governing council report
Our Governing Council is made up of 16 members, of varying skill sets, educations and passions.
Governing Council has spent much of the year working on some larger projects, as well as developing an engaged community
and environment for children and their families. Most notably, we have worked on developing an application to the Department
of Education to have a recognised specialist Bush School program, and planning how this would look in a sustainable,
academic and social environment.
In 2018 we held our largest fundraiser to date, Spring Sounds (an arts and music festival). This served to both raise money to
purchase a new fire pump (for bush fire safety) and to further promote Upper Sturt Primary School (we welcomed an estimated
400 people through our gates on the day). The organisation of this event also solidified the community support and involvement
that our school has been developing.
GC have been working with the school to develop our facilities and grounds. We have worked on a priority list of works and
included these in the budget for 2019. A new roof and ceiling were installed in the Tiwu building over the summer holiday break.
The highly-successful Sustainability PoD (committee) have held regular 'School Care' events and UniSA students have worked
with the school to develop a community garden as part of their research project. This was opened in Term 3 by Josh Teague
MP.
A number of other areas of focus are on the go and will continue into 2019 - traffic safety, policy updates, facility improvements,
community connection, sustainability and school aesthetics.

Alexandra Virgo
Chairperson
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Improvement planning and outcomes
During 2018 Upper Sturt Primary School maintained the focus on continuous improvement with staff working as a cohesive
team reflecting on their practice each day.
The simplified timetable has made for a more coordinated way of teaching integrated learning areas. Incorporating the whole
school topic within Literacy and Maths brings context and meaning to children's learning and is a more efficient way of planning
for teaching.
In the first three weeks of school, diagnostic assessments in Literacy and Numeracy are performed. This provides teachers with
the understanding of the diverse range of abilities the children have allowing ability groups to be established. One of our aims at
Upper Sturt Primary School is to provide as close to as possible individual learning opportunities. It allows children to be
supported in areas where they need to be closing gaps, and also extended where necessary to move to or remain in the higher
bands.
LITERACY PROGRESS FOR ALL
We have been very pleased with the growth in Speech Sound Pic (SSP), Running Records, Words their Way and PAT Reading
results.
IMPROVED MATHS RESULTS FOR ALL
Di Siemons sequence of Number is providing a continuum of foundational mathematical learning for teachers to
comprehensively cover all the number skills with assessments for misconceptions in Number. PAT maths results in Number
indicated that a number of children still had not mastered some of the number concepts and this is important for ongoing maths
progression.
It is mandated that we report with A to E grades twice a year. 75% of children in years 3 - 7 received an A grade in English,
Mathematics and Bio-Learning in their end of year reports with the highest percentage of A's showing in Bio-Learning.
Towards the end of the year and after staff review about the way we report we asked Ngari Boehm from Mylor Primary if she
could help us develop a rolling reporting method similar to Mylor. A rolling report means that student achievement is shared
with parents along the way. This method of reporting would be relevant at the time and more efficient for staff. The mandated A
- E grading would still be given at the end of Term 2 and Term 4.
MOVING FORWARD TO ZERO CARBON FOOTPRINT
Early in the year the school received the final reports from Meredith Harrison Architects and the Sustainability Report from d2.
This Sustainability Report identifies ways that sustainability, a key value of the school, could be further integrated into school
operations, building performance and infrastructure into the future. This reports highlights some achievable steps on becoming
one of the first carbon neutral schools in the state.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Dept. for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy.
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA
for reading and numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2016 to 2018 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

17%

33%

25%

Middle progress group

67%

50%

50%

Lower progress group

17%

17%

25%

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from Student DataWarehouse, August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

50%

0%

25%

Middle progress group

50%

50%

50%

Lower progress group

0%

50%

25%

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from Student DataWarehouse, August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2018

18

18

4

5

22%

28%

Year 3 2016-18 average

12.0

12.0

3.7

3.3

31%

28%

Year 5 2018

13

13

5

7

38%

54%

Year 5 2016-18 average

8.7

8.7

2.7

3.3

31%

38%

Year 7 2018

9

9

1

1

11%

11%

Year 7 2016-18 average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2018.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School performance comment
When one considers the above NAPLAN results include children who were absent and children who were withdrawn we do not
have a true reflection of performance using NAPLAN data.
However, we can say that all children achieved above the Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) benchmark scores for year
levels in both reading and mathematics in 2018.

Attendance
Year level

2015

2016

2017

2018

Reception

81.5%

89.8%

82.9%

92.3%

Year 1

94.0%

83.2%

89.2%

89.0%

Year 2

91.2%

93.5%

87.4%

91.1%

Year 3

73.2%

89.4%

85.9%

89.7%

Year 4

94.8%

83.2%

90.1%

92.7%

Year 5

87.1%

93.2%

90.5%

89.7%

92.7%

86.7%

92.5%

Year 6
Year 7

97.8%

79.6%

94.6%

87.6%

Total

88.9%

88.5%

87.4%

90.5%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.
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Attendance comment
Due to the fact that many of our families extensively travel throughout the year and children who have specific needs that
prevent them from coming to school sometimes. Overall, it is good to see the increase in attendance percentage from previous
years.
We have also noticed that children are often very tired, an aspect of the way society functions and more families choose give
their children a day home or a mental health day.
The above reasons that impact on attendance create administrative evidence.

Behaviour management comment
Upper Sturt Primary School Staff are grateful and appreciative of the way Bush School children behave with kindness and
caring each and every day. Kamana Kindness is central to all of us in the way we learn, work and play together.
Due to it’s gentle and individual learning approach, a Bush School model is appealing to families with children with specialised
learning needs, particularly ASD. Bush School is being talked about as a good place for children in the department of Child
Protection.

Client opinion summary
As part of an information gathering process for strategic planning, 29 Upper Sturt Primary School families responded to an
anonymous online survey in August 2018.
The questions asked were:
1. Why did you choose to send your child/children to USPS?
2. What makes USPS different to other schools?
3. What values do you think support Q2?
4. What are the schools strengths and weaknesses?
5. What ideas do you have that, if adopted, could improve outcomes for students at USPS?
6. What, if any, concerns do you have about the way USPS functions?
The responses were overwhelmingly positive. Some with personal stories about how children have thrived at USPS, some with
more generic statements about the unique USPS approach - both in terms of academics and student wellbeing.
Questions 4, 5 and 6 opened up constructive conversation about how USPS can adapt and improve to better meet the needs of
students and families.
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Intended destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

4

19.0%

Other

1

4.8%

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

3

14.3%

Transfer to SA Govt School

13

61.9%

Unknown

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2018.

Relevant history screening
Upper Sturt Primary School is fortunate to have a very active community with parents and community members supporting
students in a voluntary capacity.
To ensure compliance with DECD guidelines all volunteers have History Screening. Volunteers are offered information sessions
on Responding to Abuse and Neglect.
Office staff manage record keeping to ensure all volunteers meet criteria.
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Teacher qualifications and workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

12

Post Graduate Qualifications

6

Data Source: Dept. for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

7.0

0.0

3.3

0

8

0

6

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Dept. for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Financial statement
Funding Source

Amount

Grants: State

$220.00

Grants: Commonwealth

$958.00

Parent Contributions

$33736.00

Fund Raising

$5351.00

Other
Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2018 school annual report: Tier 2 funding report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2018 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved behaviour management and The continued refinement of our Bush School curriculum and timetable in context with
the developmental stages of the children and slowing down our teaching - continually
engagement

Happy and engaged children

reviewing and monitoring.

Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Improved outcomes for students with
an additional language or dialect

n/a

Improved outcomes for students with
disabilities

With limited funding the dedication and expertise of quality, caring staff have ensured
students with disabilities receive as much as possible one to one learning support.
Organisation of professional, private diagnosis

improved confidence and improved
personal achievement
improved one plans

Improved outcomes for
• rural and isolated students
• Aboriginal students
• numeracy and literacy
including early years support
First language maintenance and
development
Students taking alternative pathways
Students with learning difficulties
grant

Further development and training in systemic phonological learning using SSP

Positive growth evident in SSP and
Running Records
improved engagement and mastering
of literacy concepts
Deepened understanding of how
words work together

Australian Curriculum

Student Free Days to review and develop reporting format

Extended literacy block to provide coherent and contextual literacy teaching and
learning ensuring children have time
The introduction of Functional Grammar

Aboriginal languages programs
initiatives
Better schools funding

Other discretionary
funding

Specialist school reporting (as
required)
Improved outcomes for gifted students

Primary school counsellor (if
applicable)

Supported the higher percentage of teachers to students

